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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-20. (Canceled) 

21.(Cun-ently amended) A personally portable vacuum desiccator for 
collecting and storing liquid exudat e from a wound or i nc i sion on a us e r 
comprising: 

a desiccator cartridae having an interior chambe r, a unidirectional 
inlet port to the chamber, an outlet port from the chamber. 
and hav i ng a trapping agen t in the chamber : 

a vacuum pump in fluid communication with sa i d chambor the 
outlet port : 

a motor operably connected to said vacuum pump; 

a Planar, low profile batterv connected to the motor: and 

a tube having a first end in fluid communication with oaid chamb e r 

and a socond ond i n f l u i d commun i cat i on w i th tho wound or 

inc i s i on to transm i t tho li quid exudat e from tho wound or 

i ncic i on to tho chamb e n t he inlet port. 
sa i d vacuum dosiccator be i ng transportab l e upon tho user's 

person; 

sa i d vacuum pump be i ng op e rab l o to draw li quid oxudato from th e 
wound or incision through sa i d tub e and i nto said chamb e r; 
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sa i d trapp i ng agent having a capac i ty for trapping a vo l ume of the 
l i quid oxudatG. 

22. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 21 wherein said trapping agent is selected from the group 
consisting of desiccants, adsorbents, and absorbents. 

23. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 21 wherein said tube comprises a single passage flow path. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 21 further comprising a control circuit in electrical communication 
with said motor for controlling the operation of said motor. 

26. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 25 wherein said control circuit comprises at least one sensor 
selected from the group consisting of moisture sensors, pressure 
sensors, and pressure differential sensors. 

27. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 25 wherein said control circuit comprises an I/O unit. 

28. (Currently amended) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of claim 
21 wherein said chamb e r desiccator cartridoe comprises a transparent 
material which allows observation of said trapping agent. 

29. (Cun'ently amended) A personally portable vacuum desiccator for 
collecting and storing liquid exudat e from a wound or incis i on on a us e r 
comprising: 
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a chamber having a trapping aaen t and a gas flow channel : 

a vacuum pump in fluid communication with said chamber; 

a motor operably connected to said vacuum pump; 

a planar, low profile battery connected to the motor; 

a tube having a first end In fluid communication with said chamber 
and a s e cond e nd i n flu i d commun i cat i on with tho wound or 
i ncis i on during hea li ng of tho wound or i nc i sion ; 

sa i d vacuum dosiocator be i ng transportabl e upon tho user's 
p e rson; 

sa i d vacuum pump be i ng op e rab l e to draw l i qu i d exudat e from th e 
wound or i nc i s i on through sa i d tub e and i nto sa i d chamb e r; 

sa i d trapp i ng agont hav i ng a capac i ty for trapp i ng a vo l umo of the 
l i quid exudat e . 

30. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 29, wherein said trapping agent is selected from the group 
consisting of desiccants, adsorbents, and absorbents. 

31. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 29, wherein said tube comprises a single passage flow path. 

32. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 29, wherein said trapping agent is disposed within a cartridge that 
is removable from said desiccator. 
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33. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 29 further comprising a control circuit in electrical communication 
with said motor for controlling the operation of said motor. 

34. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 33, wherein said control circuit comprises at least one sensor 
selected from the group consisting of moisture sensors, pressure 
sensors, and pressure differential sensors. 

35. (Previously presented) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of 
claim 33, wherein said control circuit comprises an I/O unit. 

36. (Currently amended) The personally portable vacuum desiccator of claim 
2932, wherein said chambc r cartridge comprises a transparent material 
which allows observation of said trapping agent. 

37. (Currently amended) A vacuum desiccator for collecting and storing 
liquid exudat e from a wound or i ncision comprising: 

a chamber having a trapping agen t, a unidirectional inlet port to the 

chamber, and an outlet port from the chamber : 
a vacuum pump in fluid communication with sa i d chambort he 
outlet port : 

a motor operably connected to said vacuum pump; 
a low profile batterv connected to the motor: 
a micro-filter located between the outlet port and the vacuum 
pump: and 

a tube having a first end in fluid communication with said chamber 
and a s e cond e nd i n f l u i d commun i cat i on w i th tho wound or 
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i nc i s i on to transm i t the li quid oxudato from the wound or 
i nc i o i on to tho chambor the inlet port . 

38. (Cun'entiy amended) Tlie vacuum desiccator of claim 37, wherein said 
vacuum desiccator Is transportable upon the body of a person having tho 
wound or incioion . 

39. (Currently amended) The vacuum desiccator of claim 37, wherein said 
vacuum pump is operabie to draw liquid exudate from thea wound or 
incision through said tube and into said chamber. 

40. (Previously presented) The vacuum desiccator of claim 37, wherein said 
trapping agent includes a capacity for trapping a volume of the liquid 
exudate. 

41. (Currently amended) A vacuum desiccator for collecting and storing 
liquid exudate from a wound or i ncision comprising: 

a housing having a removable desiccator cartridce. a vacuum 
Dump, and a motor ooerablv connected to the vacuum 

pump: 

a chamber interior to the desiccator cartridge having a trapping 
agent; 

a unidirectional inlet port to the chamber: 

an outlet port from the chamber in fluid communication with ethe 

vacuum pump i n flu i d commun i cat i on with ca i d chambor ; 
a motor oporably connoctod to said vacuum pump; and 
a tube having a first end in fluid communication with sa i d chambor 

and a oocond ond in fluid commun i cation w i th tho wound or 
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i nc i o i on during hoo li ng of the wound or incision the 
unidirectional inlet port . 

42. (Cun^ntly amended) The vacuum desiccator of claim 41, wherein said 
vacuum desiccator is transportable upon the body of a person having tho 
wound or i nc i s i on . 

43. (Cun'ently amended) The vacuum desiccator of claim 41, wherein said 
vacuum pump is operable to draw liquid exudate from thea wound or 
incision through said tube and into said chamber. 

44. (Previously presented) The vacuum desiccator of claim 41, wherein said 
trapping agent includes a capacity for trapping a volume of the liquid 
exudate. 

45. (Currently amended) A vacuum desiccator comprising: 

a removable desiccator cartridge havinc an interior c hamber, a 
unidirectional inlet port to the chamber, an outlet port from 
the chamber, a perforated oas flow channel, a low profile 
battery, and hav i ng a trapping agent in the chamber : 

a vacuum pump in fluid communication with said chambe r through 
the outlet port : 

a motor operably connected to the low profile batterv and said 
vacuum pump; 

a low profile housing enclosing the desiccator cartridge, the 

vacuum pump, and the motor 
a micro-filter positioned between the outlet port and the vacuum 

pump: and 
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a tube having a first end in fluid communication with said chamber 
through the unidirectional inlet po rt and a second e nd 
adapted to bo pos i t i on e d in f l u i d commun i cat i on with a 
wound or i nc i sion; and 

whoro i n tho vacuum d e s i ccator i s gonorally flat and may bo worn 
unobtrus i ve l y by a user and is adaptab l e for co ll ecting and 
trapping l iqu i d exudat e from tho wound or inc i s i on in s a i d 
chamber . 

46. (Currently amended) The vacuum desiccator of claim 45, wherein the 
tube transmits liquid exudate from the a wound or incision to the 
chamber. 

47. (Cun^ently amended) The vacuum desiccator of claim 45. wherein the a 
second end of the tube is in fluid communication with the a wound or 
incision during healing of the wound or incision. 
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